
In Righteousness



 Deuteronomy 30v12-14
 It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go up 

for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and 
do it? Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, 
Who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we 
may hear it, and do it? But the word is very nigh unto thee, in 
thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it.

 Romans 10v6-8

 But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, 
Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, 
to bring Christ down from above:) Or, Who shall descend into 
the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.) But 
what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in 
thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach;
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 Why has there been such a poor response from the 
Jews to the gospel?

 Romans 9 – God’s word has not failed

 Romans 9v30 – 10v21 – Israel have failed to see that 
Jesus and the gospel that proclaimed him are the 
pinnacle of the Law

 Romans 11 – God’s purpose with Israel will not fail, for 
he has chosen them to be his people



 “followed” means “to chase” or “pursue”

 Romans 9v30-31 ESV “Gentiles who did not pursue
righteousness have attained it, that is, a righteousness 
that is by faith; but Israel who pursued a law that 
would lead to righteousness did not succeed in reaching 
that law”



 Romans 9v33 “Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone
and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him 
shall not be ashamed.”

 Isaiah 28v16 “Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a 
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure 
foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.”
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 Isaiah 28v16 “Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a 
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure 
foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste”

 Isaiah 8v14 “He shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone 
of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the 
houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem.”
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“end”, Greek “telos” has 2 related meanings 
1. The end, as in the objective or intent or aim

2. The end, particularly relating to time



 Links what’s written to “the letter”

 Romans 2v25-29
 “And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, if it 

fulfil the law, judge thee, who by the letter and 
circumcision dost transgress the law? For he is not a Jew, 
which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, 
which is outward in the flesh: but he is a Jew, which is one 
inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the 
spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, 
but of God.”

 Romans 7v6
 “But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead 

wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of 
spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.” 

 2 Corinthians 3v3-8 



 Habakkuk 2v4
 “The just [righteous] shall live by faith”

 Genesis 15v6
 “Abraham believed God and it was counted to him for 

righteousness”



 Deuteronomy 8v17-18 ESV 
 “Beware lest you say in your heart, 'My power and the 

might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.'  You shall 
remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you 
power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant 
that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day.”



 Deuteronomy 9v4-6 ESV 
 “Do not say in your heart, after the LORD your God has 

thrust them out before you, 'It is because of my righteousness 
that the LORD has brought me in to possess this land,' 
whereas it is because of the wickedness of these nations that 
the LORD is driving them out before you. Not because of your 
righteousness or the uprightness of your heart are you going 
in to possess their land, but because of the wickedness of these 
nations the LORD your God is driving them out from before 
you, and that he may confirm the word that the LORD swore 
to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. Know, 
therefore, that the LORD your God is not giving you this good 
land to possess because of your righteousness, for you are a 
stubborn people.”



 Do we need to bring Christ down?

 No way!

 Romans 8v3 “For what the law could not do, in that it 
was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin 
in the flesh...”



 Deuteronomy 30v13

 “Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, 
Who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it unto 
us, that we may hear it, and do it?”

 For “the sea” the usual Greek  word is “thalassa”

 Paul changes it to the synonym “abussos”, which 
means “the deep” – compare Genesis 1v2

 This allows Paul to change the direction of the search
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 Jonah 2v5
 “The waters compassed me about, even to the soul: the 

depth closed me round about, the weeds were wrapped 
about my head..”

 Psalm 71v20
 “Thou, which hast shewed me great and sore troubles, 

shalt quicken me again, and shalt bring me up again 
from the depths of the earth.”

 Also Ezekiel 26v19



 Do we need to bring Christ up?

 No way!

 Romans 6v4, “Christ has been raised up from the dead by 
the glory of the Father”.



 Romans 10v8 Interlinear Greek New Testament
 “Near thee the word is, in thy mouth and in thy heart”

 The good news about righteousness by faith is

 that it’s near you

 in your heart

 and in your mouth

 that good news is “the word of faith, which we preach”



 Key words “heart” and “mouth” taken from 
Deuteronomy 30

 Romans 10v9 ESV
 “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 

believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.”



 Isaiah 50 v7-8 ESV
 “I know that I shall not be put to shame. He who 

vindicates me is near.”



 Romans 3v23
 “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 

God”

 Romans 3v29-30

 “Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the 
Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also: seeing it is one God, 
which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and 
uncircumcision through faith.”

 Romans 10v4

 “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
everyone that believeth.”



 Ephesians 2v7 
 “Our God is rich in mercy and shows to us the 

immeasurable riches of his grace”



 Involves prayer to God

 Involves a way of life that’s based on faith or trust in 
God

 e.g. Abraham - Genesis 12v8, Genesis 13v4, Genesis 21v33

 Also Genesis 4v26, Genesis 26v25, 1 Kings 18v24, Psalms 
116v4, 13 & 17, Isaiah 12v4, Zephaniah 3v9, Acts 22v16



 Through the preaching of the gospel
 Romans 10v8 “The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, 

and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we 
preach;”

 Through the reading and hearing of Scripture
 Romans 10v17 “So then faith cometh by hearing, and 

hearing by the word of God.”

 Israel never seemed to hear the word that was nigh
 Deuteronomy 32v20 “I will hide my face from them; I will 

see what their end will be, for they are a perverse 
generation, children in whom is no faith.”



 Romans 12-15 – Paul expected his readers to reveal 
their faith in a way of life

 Ephesians 2v10
 “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 

unto good works, which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them.”

 2 Timothy 3v17 ESV

 “That the man of God may be competent, equipped for 
every good work.” 



"The word is 
near you, in 
your mouth 
and in your 

heart" (that is, 
the word of 
faith that we 

proclaim);

because, if you 
confess with 
your mouth 
that Jesus is 
Lord and 
believe in 
your heart 
that God 
raised him 
from the 
dead, you 
will be 
saved.

 For with the 
heart one 

believes and is 
justified, and 

with the 
mouth one 

confesses and 
is saved. 

For the 
Scripture says, 
"Everyone who 
believes in him 
will not be put 

to shame."

For there is no 
distinction 

between Jew 
and Greek; the 
same Lord is 
Lord of all, 

bestowing his 
riches on all 
who call on 

him.

For "everyone 
who calls on 
the name of 
the Lord will 

be saved." 
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